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THE PEARL FISHERS

The acticn takes place in Ceylon in the seventeenth cenlury.

The pearl fishers are prosperous because ihey are daring ; once a year they travel
to a headland where the finest pearls are found. They bring their families and build
a camp near an ancient shrine to the Hindu god Brahma. Bui the waters round this
headland are very treacherous and many divers have been lost in sudden s.orms.
To protect themselves from disaster, the pearl fishers bring with them their priest
and whe dancers from their home temple. They also send to Kandy for a special priestess
who will offer constant prayers on their behalf. She must take a vow of chastity and
remain veiled and unknown.

The story before the opera begins :

The pearl fisher Zurga was once pursued by brigands when carrying a consignment
of pearis. His life was saved by a little girl who hid him in her father's house and refused,
even when her life was threatened, to betray him. In gratitude he gave her a necklace.
This little girl grew up to become the priestess Leila. Some years later Zurga and his
friend Nadir travelled to Kandy and there in the temple saw a young priestess (Leila)
with whom they both fell in love. A jealous quarrel broke out between them but because
they were blood-brothers they vowed never to see her again. No longer able to bear
each other's company, they parted. Zurga fulfilled his oath but Nadir returned to Kandy
and secretly wooed Leila.

ACT |

The pearl| fishers have arrived at their annual camp-site. They seek the protection
of Brahma with gifls and dances and thcy elect Zurga as their leader during the dangerous
days ahead. Nadir, whom Zurga has not seen since their quarrel, appears and the two
are reconciled, each swearing he has been true to his oath. They recall their first sight
of Leila, then Zurga invites Nadir to join the fishers. The veiled priesiess arnives. She is
Lella. She recognises Nadir, although he does not recognize her, but lakes the solemn
vows which Zurga adminislers.

At nightfall (he pearl fishers put out to sea but Nadir remains behind. He feels
guilty because he has deceived Zurga. He thinks of Leila and falls asleep dreaming that
she is near. Leila is led by the priest Nourabad into the shrine where, lit by a brazier,
she is visible 1o the fishing flest. She invokes the protection of Brahma upon it. She
parts her veil a little and Nadir, who has awoken, recognises her.

— INTERVAL —

ACT Il

The fleet has returned safely. Nourabad comes fto release Leila from her vigil. To
prove to him that she will keep her vows she tells him the slory of how she saved a
brave man from brigands and shows him the necklace. Leila falls asleep. She is awokzn
by Nadir's voice and he climbs up into the shrine and they pledge their love. As he leaves
a shot rings out. Nourabad and his guards have seen him and go in pursuit. A storm
breaks. The pearl fishers hurry to the shrine for protection. Nourbad returns with the
captured Nadir and denounces him and Leila as lovers. The pearl fishers are about to
lynch Nadir when Zurga arrives and intervenes. He has Nadir and Leila released and
bids them go. As they do so Nourabad tears off Leila's veil. Zurga recognises her and
knows his friend has betrayed him. He condemns them both to dea'h.

ACT Il
scene | :

Zurga, alone and sleepless, thinks of Nadir and Leila and is tortured by remorse.
Leila, guarded, comes to him and begs him to free Nadir. She alone will be the
sacrifice. At the sight of her Zurga's jealousy returns and he refuses. Nourabad and
some fishermen come to announce that dawn, the hour of execution, approaches. Leila
gives her necklace to a young diver and asks him to give it to her mother. After she has
been taken away Zurga recognises the necklace.

scene 2:

The pearl fishers prepare for the execution. Suddenly they see a glow in the east
and believe that dawn has come. But Zurga rushes on to announce that the camp is on
fire and all must go if they wish to save their children and goods. When Nourzbad and
the crowd have hurried away Zurga tells Leila he is repaying her for saving his life
when she was a child, for it is he who has set fire to the camp. He releases her and
Nadir and gives them his boat for their escape. G.H.-M.
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Next concerts of the SCOTTISH SINFONIA conductor Neil Mantle
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Tickets will be available a month before each concert from the Usher Hall Box Office and
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